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Getting Started

I ntroduction

This manual describes the Scion FG Java Package that can be used to import video
images into ImageJ. The Scion FG Java Package works in the Windows environment.
It currently supports the Scion FG-7 PCI Frame Grabber board. This manual describes
the installation and use of the Scion Java Package.

Please take a few moments to read through this manual before you begin using the
Scion FG Java Package as it should answer some questions that you may have. Please
contact Scion Corporation should you encounter difficulty at any time, or if you have
any questions.

Features

The program Features include:
* Allowsframe capture, providing scientific quality grayscale video images using
the Scion FG-7 frame grabber board.
* Externa trigger support
» Contrast and Brightness controls
Integrate On-Chip from 2-127 frames.

System Requirements

Scion Java Package has the following system requirements for Windows:

* Intel or AMD 600 MHz or better

» Microsoft Windows 2000 or XP required.

*  Minimum RAM Recommended: 128MB

» 256-color VGA (SVGA True Color with 2MB Video RAM recommended)
* Microsoft Mouse or compatible pointing device

» Scion Frame Grabber Board and Drivers

* Sun JRE 1.18 (http://java.sun.com/, go to Products and API’S)

I nstallation

Thisinstallation installs ImageJ and the Java runtime in addition to the Scion FG Java
Package. Thisinstallation may overwrite files from a previous version of ImageJ,
which did not include the Scion Java Package and the user should take steps to save
any configuration or modifications that have been made to these directories. An
Update version of this same installer will update an existing version of ImageJ. See
the Notes for Exisiting Users of ImageJ section below.
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1. Insert the CD labeled “FG-7 CD” into the CDROM drive. If you downloaded the
Scion Java Package then proceed to step number 4.

2. A window containing the contents of the CD will appear. If it does not appear
then open Windows Explorer and find the CDROM.

3. Double-click the“ImageJ’ folder.

4. If updating a previous version of ImageJ then double-click the Update folder.

5. Double-click the “Setup.exe” file to start the installation. If you downloaded the
Scion FG Java Package from our website then double-click the “ SFGImagel.exe’
or “SFGImageJUpdate.exe” program to start the installation.

6. Follow the on-screen prompts and choose a destination for the software.

The Scion FG Java Package requires a Scion PCI Frame Grabber card and Driver
Software. If the drivers are not already present, they may be installed from the Scion
Application CD included with the Scion Frame Grabber card or they may be installed
from Scion's Web Site. If you are having problems accessing the Frame Grabber card
- please refer to installation procedures for the specific Frame Grabber.

Notesfor Existing Users of I mageJ

If aversion of ImageJ already exists on this machine then one of two things can be
done. If thisversion does not have any extra plugins or modifications, then unistall
this version and use the Scion FG Java Package version. Scion also offersa Scion FG
Java Package Update that will add the correct filesto an existing version of ImagelJ. It
will also update a previous install of the Scion FG Java Package.

If the Scion FG Java Package Update is used on a copy of Image] with frame grabber
support, then no other modifications are required after installation.

If the Scion FG Java Package Update is used on a copy of ImageJ without frame
grabber support, then an extra step must be taken to complete theinstallation. A
maodification needs to be made to the ImageJ configuration file. Open the Imagel.cfg
filewith Notepad. The -xmx300m parameter and the scion.jar must be specified when
executing the javaw.exe Java Runtime Program. So it should look something like:

jré\bin\javaw.exe
-Xmx300m -cp scion.jar;ij.jar ij.Imagel

Refer to ImageJ documentation on how to invoke the ImageJ program.
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Using The Scion FG Java Package

Start Using

Now that installation of the Scion Java Package is completeit istime to start using the
Plugins. Open the ImageJ program and go to the Plugins menu, you will see amenu
similar to the following:

 Frgn: |
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The Scion FG Java Package comes with pre-made plugins to help with image capture.
Source code for the plugins mentioned above are included with the installation. They
can be used as samples for developing new plugins or can be modified to suit specific
needs.

Plugins

Capture Grayscale
This plugin will capture a single grayscale image into ImagelJ. It will use the most
recently saved settings for capture.

Capture GrayscaleHR

This plugin will capture a single high resolution grayscale image into ImageJ. This
requires aframe grabber that supports high resolution mode. Currently only the CG-7
PCI supports high resolution capture. It will use the most recently saved settings for

capture.
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CaptureRGB
Captures asingle RGB image into Imagel. This requires aframe grabber that supports
RGB capture. Currently only the CG-7 PCI supports RGB capture.

CaptureRGB HR

This plugin will capture a single high resolution RGB image into ImageJ. This
requires aframe grabber that supports high resolution mode. Currently only the CG-7
PCI supports high resolution capture. It will use the most recently saved settings for

capture.

Live

Selecting this plugin will start the Scion FG Java live capture interface. Thisinterface
isto be used with the FG-7 frame grabbers. See the Scion FG Java Live section for a
more detailed explanation of the interface.

Live Capture

Choosing this from the menu will bring up the Scion Live Capture interface. This
interface is used for legacy boards like the AG-5 PCI, LG-3 PCI, VG-5 PCI and CG-7
PCI. Seethe Scion Live Capture section which helps to explain the interface in greater
detail.

Make FG Movie

This plugin will alow for the creation of amovie or time lapse video to a stack of
frames. It will use the most recently saved settings for capture. See the Make FG
Movie section for further details.

Video Print

Thiswill take the currently selected image and put it to the output video buffer of the
connected frame grabber board. If theimageis smaller than the output video size then
it will be centered. If theimageislarger than the output video size then it will be
clipped. Thiscommand is only supported in the FG-7 PCI, VG-5 PCI and CG-7 PCI.

Multiple Frame Grabber Boards

If multiple frame grabber boards are installed, a dialog box like the following will
appear:

x

Fubipls Frams Gisbber Cards hayws besn detachad in this compoiar.
Senbact & Frames Giushbe boouns o e st

S F3-7 Sioenile Fisre Giabhe dTE
Saor Fa-r Sowanbbd: Fiaime Giabbe Firetasn & HTS

— =

NTEL/P&
LPAL

Cancel o=
| | |
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Thiswill show alist of the currently installed Scion frame grabber boards. It gives
the model number, revision number and video type setting.
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Scion FG Java Live

This plugin will be executed when selecting Live from the Plugins menu. The Scion FG
JavaLive interface isto be used with the Scion FG-7 PCI Frame grabber boards. Some
functions may work with the older legacy boards, however if using an older frame
grabber board it would be best to use the Scion Live Capture instead.

File Menu

Acquire Full Image
Thiswill acquire the full captured image and send it back to ImageJ.

Acquire Selected Image
This option will only acquire a user selected region and send it back to ImageJ.

Quit LiveInterface

This menu item will quit the TWAIN module without acquiring an image. Control +
Q can a'so be used to exit the interface.

10
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| mage Menu

Start Live Capturing

Continuously displays live video using the Scion FG-7 PCI frame grabber board.
Notice how, during continuous capture, the name of this command changes to “ Stop
Capturing” and “Live” appearsin thetitle bar. To “freeze” theimage, select “Stop
Capturing”, type Control + G, or click in the acquisition window. While capturing,
you are allowed to change offset and gain in the “ Color Balance™ Tab.

Snap
This command will quickly capture a single frame based on the current Properties
settings, excluding the Multi-Frame settings. Once captured, the title bar changes so
that “Processed” is displayed. Use this command when the external Trigger is
selected. Using the Snap is highly recommended when the Exposure is set high. See
below for more information about Properties.

Multi-Frame Process

Selecting thiswill capture a frame based on the current multi-frame settings in the
Properties window. During the capturing the Title Bar will change to “Processing” to
show that the Multi-Frame capture is being processed. Once captured, the title bar
changes so that “Processed” is displayed, at this time the image can be saved. At any
time during the multi-frame process the Escape key can be used to abort the
processing. See below for more information about Properties and Multi-Frames.

Show Properties...
Selecting this menu item will allow you to configure capture settings.

Settings
Thistab shows the frame grabber settings that are currently being used.

210 x|

Fis- ¥ Sgienkific Frame Grabber Properbes
Seing: | Coloi Balancs | WidliFrame | Fiarme Giabber ko |

Carmer [Gaacae =]  Image [60e gapscale ]
Video Famat  |HTSC =] ¥ CH Y £
StadirgField | Ever = © ke
[T lereest [+ Widsn Pas Theough

I Evtemal Trigger

Configesion 5 slscl

B =] Mane | P
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Camera
This specifies that the frame grabber is connected to a Grayscale camera. This
setting cannot be changed with the FG-7 installed.

Image
Specifies that he image capturing will be donein Grayscale. This setting cannot
be changed with the FG-7 installed.

Video Format
Selectsif the video input is NTSC (640 x 480) or PAL (768 x 576). North
America, South America and Japan usually have NTSC video source. While
Europe and Asiamainly have PAL video input.

Starting Field
This can be Odd field first or Even field first. The default is Even field first.

Invert
The video isinverted when this option is selected.

Video Pass Through
With this selected the video will pass through the frame grabber board to the
output line. Even when the live is stopped the video will continue on the output
line of the frame grabber board.

External Trigger
This can be set to have the frame grabber board will wait for an external trigger
pulse before capturing an image.

Color Balance
Thistab contains the settings for Contrast and Brightness for the frame grabber board.

SRIE
Setings Codei B s | HL.ii-le Fiarra Grabher Ino |
Brightness Comtrast
th aoa | 1m |
|
i 1
I L
= .
1 L
_I -
Configealion Selsct
B ] Hane | P'lr.-ael:l
Brightness

Thiswill for the adjustment of the Brightness for the frame grabber board.
Values range from —1 to 1 with 0 as the defaullt.

12
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Contrast
Thiswill allow for the adjustment of the Contrast for the frame grabber board.
Values range from .5 to 2.0 with 1 as the defaullt.

Reset
All Brightness and Contrast settings will be set back to their default valuesif the

Reset button is clicked.

Multi-Frame

The settings in this tab will allow the user to do frame averaging, summation, integrate

on-chip, or acombination of those functions.

Fis- T Scientific Frame Grabber Properbies =100 x]
Selfing: | Coloi Balance  MulliFrame | Fiarma Grabher ke |
Epcurresston ) phor
[ X |r= Frerees
I isgi iy Dl plicn
| on rigges = |
Configealion Selsct
B ] Hane | P'lr.-ael:l

Accumulation Option

Aver age will take the number of frames specified and average them. Thisis
used to reduce random noise in theimage. This option can be used in addition
to the Integration Options.

Sum will add the number of frames specified to get a brighter image. This
option can be used with the Integration Options.

No Accumulation specifies that no accumulation operations will be done.

I ntegration Option

On Chip will do on chip integration for the number of frame periods specified,
using certain models of Cohu series and Dage-MTI cameras, see Scion for
details. The purposeisto brighten theimagein alow light situation; thisis
better than summing because the camerais generating the integrated image. The
camerawill integrate on-chip for the specified number of frame periods and the
frame grabber will capture the integrated frame. On-chip integration requires a
special cable, available from Scion, for connecting the integration input of the
camerato the frame grabber. This can be used in addition to the Averaging
Options.

13
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On Trigger will wait for an externa trigger pulse before capturing the image.
This can be used in addition to the Averaging Options.

No Integration specifiesthat no integration operations will be done.

Frame Grabber Info
Thiswill give general information about the connected frame grabber board.

210 x|

Fis-F Scientific Frame Grabber Properties
Setfings | Colot Blance | MutiFrame  Fiae Grabbe ko |

Frame Giabber |Srion FiG-7 Scimntifc Frase Gesbie
Rursitian [2 Giascas Frams Bufase |2
Wideo Fomat [MTSCAPAL FilGE: Frame Buffer: [0

Configestion Selsc!

|5t 0 = H-:ntl P'lr.-n:el:l

Frame Grabber

Thiswill show the current frame grabber board.
Revision

Shows the current revision of the frame grabber.

Grayscale Frame Buffers
Number of grayscale frame buffers on the board.

Video For mat
Shows the video format that is supported with the frame grabber board.

RGB Frame Buffers
Number of RGB frame buffers on the board.

Configuration Select

Ten sets of Properties settings for the frame grabber board can be created and saved.
A selection can be made to the configuration selection, which is most suitable for the
shooting condition at hand. The currently active configuration selection is shown in
the Propertieswindow. All settings are saved upon exit of the program.

Name
Thiswill bring up awindow to allow the user to create a custom name for the

currently selected configuration.

14
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Presets
Thiswill set all frame grabber settings and functions to their factory default.

15
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Scion Live Capture

This plugin will be executed when selecting Live Capture from the Plugins menu. The
Scion Live Capture interface is to be used with the older Scion legacy boards such as the
AG-5PCI, LG-3 PCl, VG-5 PCI and CG-7 PCI. Some functions will not work with the
newer FG-7 PCI. Users of the FG-7 PCI should use the Scion FG Java Live instead.

Tool Bar

The Tool Bar islocated immediately below the menu bar and contains buttons that
afford easy access to selected commands.

| &5 B=l= als] 1)@l

Stop Live Video: Use this button to stop live video capturing.

13 Start Live Video: Thiscommand is used to start live video capturing.

4k Export Image: Thiswill send the current image to ImagelJ for later
processing. If thereisalive preview then the Plug-In will automatically stop
and capture the image.

[P Frame Processing: Accumulation and Integration options can be set here.

£ Video Control: Displays adiaog box that allows for interactively controlling
capturing.

5= Color Balance: Thiswill alow adjustment of Brightness and Contrast for
each frame grabber channel or the average of all channels.

&, Zoom Out: Thiswill zoom out the live image to make it larger or is aso used
to zoom back to full size. Captured images will always be full size.

&, Zoom In: Thiswill zoom in the live image to make it smaller. Thishelpsto
speed up the capturing process on slower computers. Captured images will
aways be full size.

: FG Information: This shows the current frame grabber used and its
configuration.

,@ Scion On The Web: Clicking this button will open your web browser and

— attempt to go to the Scion Corporation website.

W About Scion: Thiswill bring up awindow with contact information for Scion
Corporation and the Plug-In version number.

Status Bar

The Status Bar gives information about the live preview.

Live video in progress G40x430 [

16
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The |eft side of the Status Bar gives information about the state of the Plugin.
Messages will appear dealing with Capturing, Frame Processing, etc.

The middle section tells the size of the captured image. Standard NTSC is 640 x 480
pixels, while PAL is 768 x 576 pixels.

Theright side of the Status Bar gives an indication of the Zoom level. Zoom levels are
1:1,1:2, 1:4and 1:8.

17



F
NPScion Corporation

File Menu

Export Image

Use “Export Image’ to send the image to Imaged for later analyzing. The *Export
Image” button located in the Tool Bar may also be used. If thereisalLive Preview
then the Plug-in will automatically stop and capture the image.

Store Preferences

The “ Store Preferences” command will save all settings in the program. Thisincludes
the Video Control, Color Balance, Frame Processing, Zoom, Tool Bar and Status Bar
Settings.

Quit
Choosing “Quit” will close the Scion Live Capture Plug-in and all associated
windows.

18



F
NPScion Corporation

| mage Menu

Start (Stop) Live Video

“Start Live Video” continuously displays live video using the selected Scion Frame
Grabber board, you can also use the “ Start Live Video” button in the Tool Bar. Notice
how, during continuous capture, the name of this command changesto “ Stop Live
Video (capture)” and “Live Video In Progress’ appears in the Status Bar. To capture
the image, select “ Stop Live Video” or click the “ Stop Live Video” button on the Tool
Bar. While capturing, you are allowed to change Brightness and Contrast.

Frame Processing...

Averages, sum'’s or integrates 2 to 127 video frames to reduce time-varying random
noise and increase image brightness. Accumulation and integration will be done on
the entireimage. The “Frame Processing” button on the Tool Bar will aso bring up
thisdialog window. Using “Store Preferences’ will save all settings.

Multi Frame Options |

|_ High Fesolution

Accumulation Option:

|sum | for |2 frames

Integration Option:

[nointegration =] o I petiods

Accumulation Option:
Average
Thiswill average the number of frames specified. It is used to reduce random
noiseintheimage. This option can be used in addition to the Integration

Options.
Sum

Sum will add the number of frames specified. Thisis used to make the resultant
image brighter. This option can be used in addition to the Integration Options.

No Accumulation
This specifies that no accumulation operations will be done.

19
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I ntegration Option:
On Chip

Thiswill do on-chip integration for the number of frame periods specified, using
certain models of Cohu series or Dage-MTI cameras, see Scion for details. The
purpose isto brighten the image in alow light situation; thisis better than
summing because the camera is generating the integrated image. The camera
will integrate on-chip for the specified number of frame periods and the frame
grabber will capture the integrated frame. On-chip integration requires a special
cable, available from Scion, for connecting the integration input of the camerato
the frame grabber. This can be used in addition to the Averaging Options.

On Trigger

On Trigger will wait for an external trigger pulse before capturing the image.
This can be used in addition to the Averaging Options.

No Integration

Specifies that no integration operations will be done.

Video Controal...

Displays a dialog box that allows you to interactively control video capturing. This
dialog box will also come up if the “Video Control” button is chosen in the Tool Bar.
Using “ Store Preferences’ will save all settings.

¥ideo Control

Camera video Format  [nTSC < |
Image |8-bit Grayscale | @ cHi o CHZ

CicHE (CIcH4

Starting Field ||3|j|j

|_ [t

[~ Esternal Trigger

|7 Yideo Pass Through
[ High Resolution [rage

Camera

This specifies that the frame grabber is connected to a Grayscal e camera.

Image

Specifies that he image capturing will be donein Grayscale.

Starting Field

This can be Odd field first or Even field first. The default is Even field first.

Video For mat

Video Format allows users select between NTSC or PAL video signals

20
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Invert
This setting will invert the captured and live image.

External Trigger

Allows the Plugin to wait for an external trigger signal to be applied to the frame
grabber during the Stop Live Capture command. The Plugin will only wait for the
trigger signal during the Stop Live Capture and Export Image commands. Live
Capturing will proceed normally.

Video Pass Through
Enables the real-time display of digitized video on external monitors.

Color Balance...

Thisitem alows you to adjust the Brightness and Contrast, for the input channel of
the frame grabber card. Changes are interactively displayed in live video mode. The
objective when using these controls is to optimize the image brightness and contrast.
Brightness has values from -1 to 1 with O as the default reset value. Contrast has
values from .5 to 2 with 1 as the default reset value.

x|
Contrast
Ch1 0.00 « | v 100 4 | ]
Chi2 IR 2 [
Cha g & 3 [
Chd g & 3 [

Use “ Store Preferences’ to save these settings. All Brightness and Contrast settings
will be set back to their default if the Reset button is clicked. The “Color Balance”

command can also be executed by clicking the “ Color Balance” button on the Tool
Bar.

FG Information...

This shows the current frame grabber installed and the configuration. This can also be
executed by clicking the “FG Information” button on the Tool Bar.

21
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Scion Frame Grabber Information |
Frame Grabher Scion FG-T Scientific Frame Grabher
Revision 2_

Wideo Format MNTSCIPAL
RGB Frame Buffers o
Grayscale Frame Buffers 2_

Frame Grabber
Displays the model frame grabber that is being used to capture.

Revision
Gives the current revision of the frame grabber board. Thisis mainly used for
Technical Support purposes.

Video For mat
Tellswhat video format the frame grabber is configured for.

RGB Frame Buffers
Shows the number of RGB frames that the board can hold.

Grayscale Frame Buffers
Shows the number of Grayscale frames that the board can hold.

22
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View Menu

ZoomIn

This command will zoom in the live image to make it smaller. This helpsto speed the
capturing process on slower computers. The captured image will always be full size.
The*“Zoom In” button located on the Tool Bar can aso be used to zoom the live
image.

Zoom Out
Use this command to zoom out the live image to make it larger or to zoom it back to
full size. The captured image will always be full size. The*“Zoom Out” button located
on the Tool Bar can also be used to zoom out the live image.

Tool Bar
This command toggles the Tool Bar on or off.

Status Bar
This command toggles the Status Bar on or off.

23
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Make FG Movie

This plugin will be executed when selecting Make FG Movie from the Plugins menu.
The Make FG Movie interface isto be used with the Scion FG-7 PCI Frame grabber
boards. Some functions may work with the older legacy boards.

. Make FG s 1

Nip of fraem s | a0
Seconds Pes Frams | 1.000

oF
Frames Par Sacond: | 1.000

[ Bind Caghure
0k | Cancal |

No. of frames:

Sets the number of frames to capture in the movie or sequence.
Seconds Per Frame:

Thiswill set the time in seconds between each frame. Thisis 0 by default. The plugin
will use Seconds Per Frame first unlessthe valueis 0. If using an FG-7 frame grabber
with this set to 0 and Frame Per Second set to 30 then the DMA for the board will be
enabled.

Frame Per Second:

Thiswill set the frames per second. This number will only be used if the Seconds Per
Frameissetto 0. If using an FG-7 frame grabber with this set to 30 and Seconds Per
Frame set to 0 then the DMA for the board will be enabled.

Blind:

Checking this box will enable blind capturing. The resultant stack will not be
displayed until the entire sequence is captured. Thismay help to increase frame rates.

Copyright (c) 2006 Scion Corporation. All rights reserved.

Microsoft Windows 2000 and Windows X P are registered trademarks of Microsoft
Corporation. MacOS is atrademark of Apple Computer. All other brand and product
names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective holders.
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